THE LIFE  OF PERICLES,                  367
to see themselves so strong, and of such a power, and besides, to haue good lucke, would needs once againe attempt to conquer .^Egypt, and to reuolt all the countries vpon the sea coasts, from the empire of the king of Persia: for there were many of them whose minds were maruellously bent to attempt the vnfortunate enterprise of entering Sicilia, which Alci-biades afterwards did much pricke forward. And some of them dreamed besides, of the conquest of Thvscan, and the empire of Carthage. But this was not altogether without some likelihood, nor without occasion of hope, considering the large bounds of theire Kingdome, and the fortunat estate of their affaires, which fell out according to their own desire, "But Pericles did hinder this going out, and cut of altogether their curious desire, employing the most part of their power and force, to keepe that they had already gotten : iudging it no small matter to keepe downe the Lacedaemonians from growing greater. For he was alwaies an enemie to the Lacedaemonians, as he shewed himselfe in many things, but specially in the war he made, called the holy warre. For the Lacedaemonians hauing put the Phocians from the charge of the temple of Apollo, In the city of Del-phes, which they had vsurped, and hauing restored the Delphians again vnto the same : so soone as they were gone thence, Pericles went also with another army, and restored the Phocians in againe. And whereas the Lacedaemonians had caused to be grauen in the forehead of a Wolfe of brasse, the priuiledge the Delphians had granted them, to be the first that should make their demands of the oracle : he hauing attained the like priuiledge of the Phocians, made his image also to be grauen on the right side of the same image, of the brasen Wolfe. Now how wisely Pericles did gouerne Grece by the power of the Athenians, his deeds do plainly shew. For first of all, the coun-